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Research Background:  
In a world that is more globally connected through the readily available ease of travel, 
the art of time and place can lose its credible connection with identifying roots. The 
question of what stands for cultural identity and significance in a changing multi-cultural 
society continues to perplex.  
 
Research Contribution:  
My painting investigations over the last decade have been inquiring into the topic of 
‘place’ and also journeys between distant places that capture the imagination.  My 
investigations include aspects of birthplace.  This sub-conscious underpinning of 
birthplace that creates an aspect of my visual vocabulary continues to intrigue me and 
inform my work. 
 
As a Scot, having lived more than half of my life in Australia, I now explore making work 
in both countries in order to develop my research. This has informed and affected my 
practice with strong visual contrasts, particularly the differing colours to be found 
between the Australian and Scottish landscapes. Hence, colour and surface texture are 
strong visual communicators utilized within my studio investigations.  These result in 
highly charged personal ‘footprints’ evoking a mysterious sense of location and place. It 
is the juxtaposition of a life lived between cultures and between places that my visual 
examinations endeavour to extend into the public domain. 
 
Research Significance:  
I believe my research contributes to the natural way in which we overcome cultural 
boundaries as human beings, and addresses the importance of cultural identity and 
sense of belonging to a ‘place’. 
 
The outcomes of my research have been exhibited in solo and group exhibitions in 
Australia, New Zealand and the United Kingdom. These have been augmented by 
exhibition catalogue publications and accompanying essays, that further support my 
research directions.  
 
 
 
